
 

 

 

 

Welcome to a truly festive Ammonite! 
 

After a busy term, it is lovely to share with you some of the many positive events 
which have been taking place. 

The week started with music, joy and happiness at our annual Christmas  
celebration concerts. Truly spectacular events with students showcasing their 
range of musical talents. 

Each morning we have held a House celebration Breakfast, a chance to celebrate 
with students who have been nominated by their house teams for their  
outstanding effort this term. They all got together for pastries, a catch up and 
much needed hot chocolate.  
 

On Thursday afternoon, I held an assembly with Year 11 ahead of their mock 
results event: a time for celebrations and some reassurance of steps they can 
take in the months ahead, to secure the results they want to achieve.  
Last night we welcomed ex-students back for the Year 13  
Reunion and Rewards evening. It was a pleasure to see them 
return to school and find out what they are doing now. It was 
also great to have the Sixth Form band return and play for us all. 

 

Finally, today we ended as whole school together in a  
celebration assembly. There’s lots more to celebrate in the final 
edition this term, including lots of fantastic work by our  
students. 

 

Best wishes to you and your family 

Rob Pearsall  

Principal & Executive Head of School  
Wellsway School and IKB Academy  

Wednesday 4th January  

First day of  term 3 

Thursday 12th January 

Year 11 Parents/Carers Evening  

Thursday 23rd February 2023 

Year 9 Parents/Carers Evening 

Thursday 2nd March  

Year 9 Pathways Evening 

Key dates 
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Principal’s Student of the Week 
All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be  

confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. 

At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is  

important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet!  This week’s nominees have all 

demonstrated that mind-set and trait.  

Our winners: 

Year 7 Leon R always trying his best in lessons  

Year 8  Sofia T always having a positive attitude to learning  

Year  9  Millie M excellent engagement in tutor time and always making me laugh! 

Year 10  Amelia S excellent attitude in Drama  

Year 11 Fin S kindness to other students  

Year 12 Zoe L for all her help with the music department this last couple of weeks 

  Year 13 Austin C & John Bi 

 

 

 

  Emilia N Well done on being one of our winners for the Christmas card competition 
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Helping Homeless believe 

Helen Neal is one of those people who embodies the spirit of Wellsway, a dedicated and hardworking member of staff for 

whom nothing is too much trouble. Including the many calls for late photocopying that come from our staff, Helen and her 

team are always there to help.  

Each year Helen organises an appeal with staff with a donation box in the staff room. Once the items have all been collected, 

Helen, Rachel, Kelly and some of our students make up these presents to donate to  

https://www.helpinghomelessbelieve.co.uk/about/     

They not only look amazing but are packed with items that will bring cheer on a cold winter’s night, as well as practical  

every-day items we might take for granted.  

 

Thank you to Helen and her Team and everyone who donated to Helping Homeless Believe 
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Farewell and Good Luck to Mrs Gibbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As parents and carers are aware IKB’s Head of School, Debbie Gibbs is leaving today. I wanted to thanks Mrs Gibbs, on behalf 
of all the families and staff that have worked with Debbie since she joined the school in 2015 as IKB’s first principal. 

 

We are very grateful to her for the excellent leadership she has given IKB Academy. On a personal note, I have thoroughly  
enjoyed working with Mrs Gibbs over the last 18 months, she committed herself to the students, staff and families. 

 

The biggest tribute I can pay to Mrs Gibbs is the opening line in the Academy’s Ofsted report from April 2022. “Pupils feel  
valued at IKB. They say staff know them very well and as a result, they feel supported to do their best. Some pupils told us their 

experience at IKB has renewed their enthusiasm for learning following previous negative experiences in education”. 

 

Mrs Gibbs is an outstanding Physics teacher and someone is who will argue passionately for securing the best outcomes for the 
students in her care. Mrs Gibbs leaves a legacy at IKB, of a job well done, a secure GOOD from Ofsted and students who have 

gone on to fantastic careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Resilient and confident young adults with a love of 
learning. Students natured within a family feel created by Mrs Gibbs; young adults who understand the lifelong values of  

respect,  kindness, and a sense of responsibility. 

 

I am sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Gibbs the best of luck in her new and exciting role. It is with sadness that we say 
goodbye to her. 
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Sports Ambassador team  

Since September the Sports Ambassador team have 
been busy. They have supported the Year 6 Open 
evening, a charity cross country event at Saltford 
School, the large school and small school primary 
sports hall athletics competitions and the Santa 
Dash. Many of the events are after school or at the 
weekend, thank you to everyone who has given up 
their time to volunteer.  

Last night 12 Year 8 Sports Ambassador's helped 
organise and run the small schools indoor athletics 
competition. It involved over 100 Year 5 and 6 chil-
dren competing for their schools in running, jumping 
and throwing events. Thanks so to Billy, Charlie, Jaz, 
Lexi, Sophie, Molly, Belle, Poppy, Alexa, Alexis, Lydia 
and Sienna for your amazing support.  
       
     Mrs Burston 
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Wellsway Host Fantastic Sports Hall  
Athletics Event! 

Tuesday night saw the return of sports hall athletics to Wellsway School, with the year 7 and 8 teams competing against 7  
other schools in the local area. There were some incredible performances across the afternoon in the track and field events 
from Wellsway students, with a number coming out as winners of their event. Wellsway competitors gave their all in their 

events, not only whilst competing, but also when supporting their teammates from the sidelines. Congratulations to all stu-
dents who took part (pictured), especially to the year 7 boys team who came second, and have therefore qualified for the re-

gional finals in January! 

              Mr Barter and Miss Barron 
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Resident Potter 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

Christmas is a time for giving and gifting and 

what gift gives better than something home-

made. Y13 Finn E (WW resident potter) has 

championed this sentiment this year and has 

been very busy in his spare time, in and out of 

school and has only gone and made his best 

pottery collection yet . Everyone in the art 

department was very excited to see what the 

glaze looked like when the kiln was cracked 

open last week. They are amazing, super work 

Finn. Happy gifting! 
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Year 11 Art Work 
A big well done to year 11 Art students this term who have been completing their 60% 
coursework projects. Here are just some of the amazing final pieces made by students 

during the Art mock exam.  They look fantastic.  
Have a fantastic break.  

          Miss Wilton 



The Ammonite newsletter: 16th December 2022 



The Ammonite newsletter: 16th December 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student Library Team is going from strength to strength.  The students are helping with all sorts of volunteering tasks, to 
help keep the library, a lovely well organised space, welcoming to all students.  

The Team are also keen to help other students with recommendations and book choices.  If your child needs help and  
recommendations, get them to seek out a member of Library Team when visiting the library. 

Find out more about what is happening with the library and other literacy initiatives in the Christmas Reading News Letter. 
Which has been sent out today via Bromcom. 

              Mrs L.Youle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Team 
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Strategy Games Club 
This year has seen the successful start of our Strategy Games Club. Every Friday lunchtime, students from Year 7 up to Year 
11 have come to L24 to compete in Chess and Connect 4 Tournaments, had some (very) quick games of Monopoly and Risk 

as well as exploring the many other board games on offer. It has been fantastic to see students teach each other the rules of 
Chess and just having a great time! 

Strategy Games Club will be back after Christmas every Friday lunchtime in L24! 
                Ms.R.Davey 

 

 

A-Level Biology Residential Trip 

We are pleased to share that final arrangements are underway to secure a residential trip for Year 12 A-Level Biology stu-
dents at Wellsway School, IKB and SBL Academy.  As in previous years, the group will visit the Margam Discovery Centre in 

South Wales which has an excellent reputation and is part of the nationally recognised Field Study Council.  The trip will take 
place Monday 17th to Wednesday 19th July 2023 and we anticipate will cost in the region of £280.  As always, we will update 

you on further plans as soon as we are able. 
                Mrs F.Rogers 
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Year 12 Art Work 
Some more amazing work from Year 12 Art  

students this term. Me and Miss Lloyd have been 
so impressed with how your drawing and  

experimentation techniques are coming along. 
Have a lovely break. 
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Year 8 Product Design  
Well done to Year 8 for doing such a brilliant job with constructing their shop window displays. Students used a range of tools 

and equipment to make their displays which have a moving mechanism for characters. We are really proud of you Year 8!  

                Miss Davies  
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Students were invited to celebrate their 

fantastic efforts in term 1 and 2 with the 

head of house and learning mentor! 
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Joint 3rd place we have Newton &Compton, 2nd place Burnett and 1st Place Stanton 
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We are aware that rising costs are impacting on all our families and we would like to make you aware of the following: 

B&NES website has lots of information regarding support with food, energy and money.  The page has specific information 
that can help with the current cost of living and fuel costs increase: https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/cost-living-support/cost-
living-support.  Please do take a look and click on each section to see more details on each subject.   

Always contact your energy supplier if you are struggling to pay for energy or think you may get into difficulty – if you already 
have energy debts, some larger suppliers offer grants to help pay this off.  If you can’t get a grant from your supplier, check if 
you can get a grant from the British Gas Energy Trust (0121 348 7797). These grants are available to anyone - you don’t have 
to be a British Gas customer. 
 

Keynsham Community Fridge 

A community fridge with surplus food donated by local suppliers.  Open for everyone to use at Temple Street Canteen (20 
Temple Street, Keynsham, BS31 1EH).  Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday: 8.30am – 4.00pm; Sundays: 10.00am-
3.00pm.  Keynsham Community Fridge is on Face Book and often has details of what is available each day.  These photos 
show the chilled and ambient items which were available earlier this week. 

 
Are you eligible for Free School Meals?  You may be – check the eligibility list below 

 
Registering for Free School Meals is easy, totally confidential and will help us support your child through extra resources. It 
doesn’t mean your child actually has to have free meals – that’s up to you (although we would urge you to seriously think 
about this particularly with the rising costs of preparing meals at home). If you believe your child is entitled to Free School 
Meals, please visit the Free School Meals page https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals;  e-mail Free-
SchoolMeals@bathnes.gov.uk  or phone (01225) 394317; you may not even need to complete a form. 

 
Children are entitled to receive Free School Meals if they or their parents or guardians receive any of these benefits:   

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month) 
        Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM 
Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 

Working Tax Credit 'run-on' – the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit 

 

https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/cost-living-support/cost-living-support#:~:text=relevant%20benefits%20information.-,The%20Welfare%20Support%20Scheme%20provides%20B%26NES%20residents%20with%20short%2Dterm,emergency%20help%20with%20living%20costs.&text=If%20you
https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/cost-living-support/cost-living-support#:~:text=relevant%20benefits%20information.-,The%20Welfare%20Support%20Scheme%20provides%20B%26NES%20residents%20with%20short%2Dterm,emergency%20help%20with%20living%20costs.&text=If%20you
https://britishgasenergytrust.org.uk/grants-available/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
mailto:FreeSchoolMeals@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:FreeSchoolMeals@bathnes.gov.uk
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We have been so impressed with the students participating in the school production this year. They have been so committed 
and have worked so hard at rehearsals, and we are so excited for the show! We will have a whole cast and chorus rehearsal on 

the first day back - Wednesday 4th January. I hope you have a lovely rest, and we will see you next year!  

Year 11 Virtual Parent/Carer  

Evening  
The Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 

the 12th of January 2023 via SchoolCloud Parents Evenings, which we have 

successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. 

This application allows users to book appointments online and conduct  

appointments remotely via video communication.  

Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to  

parents in due course, and we will open for booking from 4pm Friday 16th 

December 2022  

Last Friday students and staff at Wellsway School took part in Save the  

Children's Christmas Jumper Day. Save the Children donations have been  

coming in all week.  Thank you to all students, staff, parents and carers for 

their support with this event.   

We raised a total of £252! 
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Please collect any lost property by 16th December, items 

that are not collected will be given to the PTA.  

Please ensure all items are named before wearing them 

into school so that they can be easily returned to the  

correct student if lost. 

 

CAREERS NEWSLETTER 

Wellsway School Careers Hub – Careers Update: 14th December 2022  (Pdf) 

Drop in to ask a question, enquire about anything ‘careers’ OR 

Email – careers@wellswayschool.com    

Parent Governor Vacancies 

We have an exciting opportunity for two parents to join Wellsway’s Academy Governance Committee. 

We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:  

 Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school 

 Has spare time and the energy for the role 

 Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the school. 
 
What is the role of the governing body? 

 Helping to set and review the school’s strategic direction and agreeing targets for improvement 

 Monitoring educational performance and welfare of pupils 

 Holding the Head teacher and school leaders to account by being a "critical friend”. 
 
What does the role offer? 

 A chance to develop your own personal skills 

 Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/governance matters 

 A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children reaching their potential. 
 

     Please contact the Clerk to the Governors for further information: 

            clerktogovernors@wellswayschool.com  

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Careers/Careers%20Newsletters/2022/CAREERS%20NEWSLETTER%2014.12.22.pdf
mailto:careers@wellswayschool.com
mailto:clerktogovernors@wellswayschool.com
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